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PRELINGUISTIC
SKILLS

P r e l i n g u i s t i c
s k i l l s  a r e  s k i l l s
t h a t  a r e
n e c e s s a r y  i n
o r d e r  f o r
l a n g u a g e
d e v e l o p m e n t  t o
c o n t i n u e  t o
d e v e l o p
a p p r o p r i a t e l y
a n d  i n  a  t i m e l y
m a n n e r .  T h i n k
o f  p r e l i n g u i s t i c
s k i l l s  a s  a
l a d d e r  i n  w h i c h
y o u  m u s t  c l i m b
i n  o r d e r  t o
r e a c h  t h e
o v e r a r c h i n g
g o a l .

E y e  C o n t a c t                    6 - 8  w e e k s

R e s p o n d i n g  ( s m i l e s )       2  m o n t h s

L a u g h i n g / S q u e a l i n g        3 - 4  m o n t h s

C o o i n g / B a b b l i n g             4  m o n t h s

V o c a l  T u r n - t a k i n g           4  m o n t h s

V o c a l  I m i t a t i o n               6  m o n t h s

J o i n t  A t t e n t i o n               9  m o n t h s

      E X A M P L E  O F  S K I L L S

DISCLAIMER: PARENT CORNER IS INTENDED TO
SUPPORT PARENTS THROUGH EARLY
INTERVENTION THERAPY.IT DOES NOT SERVE TO
REPLACE THERAPEUTIC SERVICES.

BTT's Parent Corner by: Verenice Meza M.A. CCC-SLP


	Prelinguistic skills are skills that are necessary in order for language development to continue to develop appropriately and in a timely manner. Think of prelinguistic skills as a ladder in which you must climb in order to reach the overarching goal.
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